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THE SCHIZOPHRENIC CONSUMER





Global Commitment 2017 - by 2025

Reduce our virgin plastic packaging by 50%

Help collect and process more plastic packaging than we sell

Ensure all plastic packaging is reusable, recyclable or compostable

Global Commitments 2019 - by 2025

Delivering on Unilever Global Plastic Commitments
Contributing to multiple UN Sustainable Development Goals



Breaking the Plastic Wave: Top Findings for Preventing Plastic Pollution - PEW Trusts

ReShaping Plastics - Pathways to a Circular, Climate Neutral, Plastics System in Europe

Future Scenario: Circular Plastics & Net-Zero Emissions

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2020/07/23/breaking-the-plastic-wave-top-findings
https://plasticseurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/SYSTEMIQ-ReShapingPlastics-April2022.pdf


Net Zero Systems Change Scenario
Achieving both environmental & economic benefits

(255 Mt) less waste 

incinerated between 2020-

2050

-60% >70%
less virgin plastic produced 

from fossil resources

1.6 Gigatonnes
carbon emissions saved 

2020-2050

+160,000

€ 1 in 4 to be redeployed to innovative low 

carbon technologies & circular 

business models

jobs from circularity levers

ReShaping Plastics - Pathways to a Circular, Climate Neutral, Plastics System in Europe

5 Key Insights 5 Potential Outcomes

Current plan not in line 

with Climate Goals

No silver bullet, 

range of actions required

Action across the full value 

chain crucial
Research & Innovation 

for breakthroughs

Substantial 

investments in 

coming 3-5 years

https://plasticseurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/SYSTEMIQ-ReShapingPlastics-April2022.pdf


NO PLASTIC BETTER PLASTIC LESS PLASTIC

Three pillars towards more Circular & Sustainable Packaging

Switching to sustainable 

alternative materials

Improving recyclability & increase 

amount of recycled & biobased 

content in new packaging

Optimising packaging, incl. weight 

reduction, concentration 

and refill solutions



Regulation: Transition Time! A Circular Economy for Plastics

Dutch Sustainable Growth Coalition - Transition Time! A Circular Economy for Plastics

https://www.dsgc.nl/en/news/2021/TransitionTime-ACircularEconomyforPlastics


Design considering 

environment impact & 

new solutions

Retaining value & 

materials in circular 

value chains

Simplified & 

Harmonised collection 

infrastructure

Scaling innovations and 

smart solutions

Promoting Principles of 

Circular Design

Conscious Customer 

& Consumer Use

Championing 

Collection 

Infrastructure Future Grid: Sustainable 

Production of Circular 

Polymers

Value Chain Innovation



Implementation: Demand from Consumer Goods

Major Consumer Goods Companies Signal Shared Demand for 800,000 Tons of Chemically Recycled Materials



Leaked draft Packaging & Packaging Waste Regulation

• Moving from a Directive to Regulation: 

Direct implementation across Member States

• Stricter requirements on recyclability: 

Min. 70% recyclability threshold, an additional 5 years to 

prove recycling at scale; potential ban on specific components.

• Uptake of recycled material in new packaging:

• 25% recycled content target per unit of contact sensitive plastic packaging from 2030 

(contact sensitive includes packaging food, feed & cosmetics) 

• 45% for all other plastic packaging per unit by 2030

• 50% recycled content for contact sensitive packaging from 2040

• 65% for all other packaging (excluding bottles) by 2040



Future: Addressing Climate Change by Accelerating Circular Economy 
Circular Carbon Cycles | Circular Material Cycles

Circular Economy as a Climate Strategy - PACE

https://pacecircular.org/Circular-Economy-as-a-Climate-Strategy
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• Dutch Sustainable Growth Coalition - Transition Time! A Circular Economy for Plastics

• Major Consumer Goods Companies Signal Shared Demand for 800,000 Tons of Chemically Recycled Materials

• Circular Economy as a Climate Strategy - PACE

Unilever commitments: 

• 2010: USLP Commitments on Waste & Packaging

• 2017: Unilever commits to 100% recyclable plastic packaging by 2025

• 2019: Keeping our plastic in the loop

Samenwerking Unilever-merken & partners in Nederland ohgv innovatieve recyclingtechnologieën:

• Dissolution: OBBOTEC en Unilever werken samen aan veelbelovende plastic pilots

• Pyrolyse: Magnum Circulair door opschalen van innovatieve recyclingtechnologie

• Depolymerisatie: Calvé & Hellmann’s werken met Ioniqa Technology: Eindeloos PET recyclen met Ioniqa’s

revolutionaire technologie

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2020/07/23/breaking-the-plastic-wave-top-findings
https://plasticseurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/SYSTEMIQ-ReShapingPlastics-April2022.pdf
https://www.dsgc.nl/en/news/2021/TransitionTime-ACircularEconomyforPlastics
https://pacecircular.org/Circular-Economy-as-a-Climate-Strategy
https://www.unilever.com/planet-and-society/waste-free-world/
https://www.unilever.com/news/press-and-media/press-releases/2017/unilever-commits-to-100-percent-recyclable-plastic/
https://www.unilever.com/news/news-search/2019/plastics-announcement/
https://www.unilever.nl/news/press-releases/2022/obbotec-en-unilever-werken-aan-plastic-pilots/
https://www.unilever.com/news/news-search/2020/magnum-launches-new-tubs-made-with-recycled-plastic/
https://www.unilever.nl/news/2018/eindeloos-pet-recyclen-met-ioniqa-s-revolutionaire-technologie/

